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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 32-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klasell 
(US 5439749). Regarding claim 32, Klasell illustrates in Figures 1 and 3 a construction 
module comprising: 

• A top and bottom panel (25 and 27) having and outer and inner surface 
and having a first plurality of thin sheet laminate layers bonded together. 
The examiner notes that in claim 2 of the prior art, it is stated that the 
layers are a composite board. It also states in column 5, lines 26-29 the 
composite board can be a high-density particle board, medium-density 
fiberboard, hardboard or other suitable wood composite material. This 
description generally includes composite wood structures as plywood and 
OSB which inherently have a layered composition, therefore the top layer 
has a laminate layered structure; and 

• An intermediate panel (29) having an upper and lower surface and 
defining a cavity (see Figure 1 where the intermediate panel defines a 
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cavity in which the center window of the door is placed), the intermediate 
panel having a plurality of laminate layers bonded together. 



Regarding claims 33-35, Klasell discloses layers being made from laminated veneer 
lumber (LVL) for decorative and waterproofing means (Column 1, lines 30-35, and 
Column 3, lines 34). 



Regarding claims 36-38, Klasell discloses throughout the specification the top, bottom 
and intermediate layers being bonded to one another in such a manner: 

• The inner surface of the top panel being bonded to the upper surface of 
the intermediate panel; 

• The inner surface of the bottom panel being bonded to the lower surface 
of the intermediate panel (See Figure 3 also). 



Regarding claims 39-41 , it would have been obvious matter of design choice to modify 
Klasell by having the panels having the same number of laminate layers, since the 
applicant has not disclosed that producing the panels with the same number of laminate 
layers solves any stated problem or produces any unexpected results and it appears 
that the structure would perform equally well with the panels having different numbers of 
layers. However, the examiner notes that the 3 panels could be made from the same 
material as the prior art suggests that the panels and the core could be made from 
fiberboard or other suitable wood composite products (see column 5, lines 26-29 and 
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column 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, if the panels were made of the same material, which 
could be the case as described above, the number of layers within the panels would be 
the same. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 32-41 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK R. WENDELL whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3245. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30AM-5PM, Alt. 
Fri off, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3635 

/M. R. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 
June 17, 2008 



